
CPL Librarian Emily’s 2017 Upper School Book Recs! 

 

GRAPHIC NOVELS 

Real Friends by Shannon Hale, illustrated by LeUyen Pham 

Memoir-style like Raina Telgemeier’s books, this book is by the author of the Princess Academy 

books and the Ever After High series. Shannon portrays her experience in middle school when 

her best friend Adrienne became friends with Jen, the leader of the popular girls. Shannon 

doesn’t know if Jen likes her, she doesn’t know if Adrienne still likes her, and she isn’t sure she 

even wants to be part of the popular group. Great comic about bullies, losing friends, gaining 

friends, and finding out who you are. 

 

Goldie Vance by Hope Larson, illustrated by Britney Williams 

Goldie is a sassy, awesome, Nancy Drew-type detective who lives at a Florida resort with her 

dad. She’s super smart, is an awesome drag car racer, and has a great crew of friends, including 

her cute actress crush, who help her solve mysteries. 

 

 

 

The Adventures of John Blake by Philip Pullman, illustrated by Fred Fordham 

This book is by the author of The Golden Compass (His Dark Materials series) and has a little 

bit of everything: an evil billionaire trying to take over the world, cool new technology, time 

travel, pirates, daring rescues at sea, and a teen named John Blake who knows a dangerous 

secret. 

 

Shattered Warrior by Sharon Shinn, illustrated by Molly Knox Ostertag 

An Earth-like planet has been invaded and colonized by aliens, called the Derichets. They have 

enslaved the humans native to that planet to mine for them. Colleen is one of those slaves. She 

was from a wealthy family, but when the Derichets invaded, she lost everything: her home, her 

family, her will to live. But when Colleen learns about a rebel group called the Valenchi who 

actually have a plan to rebel against the Derichets, she decides there might be a reason to live 

after all. Aliens, action, rebellion, and even a little romance! 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

Alex & Eliza, Melissa de la Cruz 

Particularly for Hamilton fans, a fascinating fictionalized account of Alexander Hamilton and 

Elizabeth Schuyler’s courtship. Full of duels, a trio of smart sisters, some seedy characters, and 

hilarious colonial-style flirting. 

 



REALISTIC FICTION 

Funny Girl: Funniest. Stories. Ever. Edited by Betsy Bird 

Hilarious stories, some true and some not, from some of the best authors out there, including a 

short true comic from Raina Telegmeier about stinging herself with a dead bee she picked up 

and a fictional story about a girl flushing her older sister’s fancy new bra down the toilet, mostly 

by accident. 

 

The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz 

Jaime’s small town in Guatemala is terrorized and controlled by the Alphas, a drug-dealing gang 

that threatens all of the teens in his town to join up or die. When Jaime’s best friend and 

cousin, Miguel, is killed after refusing to join, Jaime’s family receives a letter from the Alphas 

threatening the lives of Jaime and his cousin, Angela too. Their only hope is escaping to the 

United States to live with Jaime’s older brother, Tomas, who Jaime hasn’t seen in 8 years. With 

their families’ life savings sewn into the waistband of their jeans, Jaime and Angela set out on a 

treacherous journey through Mexico, hoping to survive brutal immigration officials, gangs, 

hunger, and other unknown dangers. 

 

The Best Man by Richard Peck 

Told in flashbacks, 6th-grader Archer Magill talks about having a girl as a best friend, having 

that friend’s mom as your teacher, and having the coolest student teacher in history. Through 

the course of his storytelling, Archer deals with bullies, the death of a grandparent, and being in 

not one but TWO weddings before he’s even in high school. 

 

She Is Not Invisible by Marcus Sedgwick 

16-year-old Laureth and her 7-year-old brother, Benjamin, are on a plane heading from 

London to New York City. Sounds pretty normal. But Laureth is blind, and she’s basically 

kidnapped her brother to be her eyes because something fishy is going on with her dad, 

famous author Jack Peak. He was supposed to be off researching his new book in Switzerland, 

but someone has found his notebook, something that he never parts with, in NYC. Either 

he’s in trouble or he’s lying to his family, and blind or not, Laureth is determined to get to the 

bottom of the mystery. 

 

Well, that was awkward by Rachel Vail 

8th grader Gracie is funny, loud, and friends with everybody, including most of the guys in her 

class. And since she’s pretty good at talking to them, her best friend Sienna asks her to help 

her compose texts to AJ, the cute guy in their class who wants to ask Sienna out. Gracie is 

happy to help, until she realizes that she might like AJ too. 

 

 

 



 

FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 

Frogkisser by Garth Nix 

Like Liesl Shurtliff’s Rump and Adam Gidwitz’s A Tale Dark and Grimm, this book will take 

everything you think you know about fairy tales and flip it on its head. Funny, quirky, and full 

of subtle and not-so-subtle fairy tale themes and characters, from talking animals to an 

awesome Robin Hood girl gang to a reluctant frog-kissing princess who would much rather be 

reading than off on a dangerous adventure to save her sister and her kingdom. 

 

 

The Exo Project by Andrew DeYoung 

Earth is dying. 120-degree temperatures are normal, and everyone has to wear protective 

suits outside to keep them safe from dangerous solar radiation. But there is hope! The Exo 

project has been created to freeze humans and send them hundreds of light-years away in 

search of a safe planet for humans to relocate to. Matthew is part of one of these teams and 

when he lands at Gle’ah, instead of dying immediately due to lack of oxygen or dangerous 

gases, he and his team find a planet much like Earth. But it’s already inhabited by the human-

like Vagri and as Matthew gets to know Kiva, the leader of the Vagri, he has to decide if 

destroying the Vagri is a price he’s willing to pay to save humanity. 

 

NONFICTION 

Girl Code: Gaming, Going Viral, and Getting It Done by Andrea Gonzales & Sophie Houser 

Andrea (Andy) and Sophie were juniors in high school in NYC when they met at a Girls 

Who Code program. They hit it off and decided to work on their final project together, a fun 

and easy web-based video game called Tampon Run where you have to collect tampons and 

throw them at people. The book talks about how the teens coded and created the game, how 

it went viral, and how they have navigated the male-dominated tech world using humor and 

smarts. The game was such a hit that there’s even a free app available! 

 

 

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes Overcame Challenges in Their Youth to Become Stars by Gregory 

Zuckerman  

Maybe it seems impossible that Steph Curry or LeBron James were ever anything but awesome 

at basketball, but both of them struggled to get where they are today. Steph was so little that 

no college would offer him a spot on their team, and LeBron’s mom gave birth to him when she 

was 16 and struggled to pay rent. Even the stories about athletes you might not know are 

inspiring: Tim Howard, one of the best soccer goalies in the world, has Tourette’s Syndrome and 

OCD, and Althea Gibson, the first African American tennis player to win at a Grand Slam 

Championship, dropped out of school and dealt with intense racism on her unprecedented rise 

to the top. 


